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Oil Transfer Rule - Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-180 

Facility Applicability Table 
  

NOTE: The regulated facility is responsible for meeting these standards. 

If you are: Applicable sections of  

WAC 173-180 

You need to: 

Class 1 

Refineries, refueling 

terminals, pipelines  

(Defined in RCW 

90.56.010 (11)         

(a and b). 

All of Part A – General Requirements 

Part B – Oil Transfer Requirements 

(all except WAC 173-180-210) 

All of Part C – Design Standards 

Part D – Operations Manual (sections 

400 to 440 

Part E – Training and Certification 

(sections 500 to 525) 

All of Part F – Prevention Plans 

Part G – Oil Transfer Response Plan 

(sections 700 and 710) 

 Give advance notice of transfer 

 Maintain and test annually oil transfer equipment 

 Keep test and repair records 

 Have transfer containment and recovery standards (Pre-Boom 

and/or Alternative Measures) 

 Hold pre-transfer conference and discuss preload plan 

 Ensure safe access to the vessel 

 Ensure two-way communications 

 Stop oil transfer when spill occurs using emergency shut down 

 Adhere to work hour limitations and maintain records 

 Designate a certified Person-In-Charge (PIC) in writing 

 Have an approved Training and Certification Program 

 Have an approved Operations Manual accessible 

 Have an approved Prevention Plan 

 Have an approved Oil Spill Contingency Plan and hold drills 

(WAC 173-182) 

Class 2 

Tank trucks, railcars, 

and portable tanks. 

All of Part A – General Requirements 

Part B – Oil Transfer Requirements 

(all except WAC 173-180-210) 

Part D – Operations Manual (section 

400 and sections 445-475) 

Part E – Training and Certification 

(section 500 and sections 530 to 550) 

Part G – Oil Transfer Response Plan 

(section 700 and sections 720 to 770) 

All of Part H – Drill Program 

 Give advance notice of transfer 

 Maintain and test annually oil transfer equipment 

 Adhere to work hour limitations and maintain records 

 Keep test and repair records 

 Have transfer containment and recovery standards (Pre-Boom 

and/or Alternative Measures) 

 Hold pre-transfer conference and discuss preload plan 

 Ensure two-way communications 

 Stop oil transfer when spill occurs using emergency shut down 

 Have an approved Training and Certification Program 

 Have an approved Operations Manual accessible 

 Have an approved Response Plan and hold drills 

 Designate a certified Person-In-Charge (PIC) in writing 



 

If you are: Applicable sections of  

WAC 173-180 

You need to: 

Class 3 

Small tank farms and 

terminals that transfer 

to vessels with a 

capacity of 10,500 

gallons or more but 

not to tank vessels or 

pipelines. 

All of Part A – General Requirements 

Part B – Oil Transfer Requirements 

(all except WAC 173-180-210) 

 

NOTE: Class 3 facilities must meet all 

applicable federal prevention and 

response requirements as well as the 

Washington requirements. 

 Give advance notice of transfer 

 Maintain and test annually oil transfer equipment 

 Keep test and repair records 

 Have transfer containment and recovery standards (Pre-Boom 

and/or Alternative Measures) 

 Hold pre-transfer conference and discuss  preload plan 

 Ensure safe access to the vessel 

 Ensure two-way communications 

 Stop oil transfer when spill occurs using emergency shut down 

 Adhere to work hour limitations and maintain records 

 Designate a Person-In-Charge (PIC) in writing 

Class 4 

Marinas and other 

small fueling 

facilities that transfer 

to non-recreational 

vessels with a 

capacity of less than 

10,500 gallons. 

All of Part A- General Requirements 

Part B – Oil Transfer Requirements 

(Only WAC 173-180-210) 

 Submit reports of volume of oil transfers semi-annually 

 Stop oil transfer when spill occurs  

 Be able to clean up 25 gallon spill with at least 200 feet of boom 

(on standby), oil sorbent material, shovels, buckets, containers 

and protective clothing 

 Provide annual training to employees and keep records of 

training 

 Provide spill notification information in two formats: wallet size 

cards for employees involved in oil transfers and contact 

numbers posted at docks 

 Post a 24-hour emergency phone number on the dock if not 

manned during transfer operations 

 Maintain and test annually oil transfer equipment  

 Keep test and repair records 

 
DEFINITIONS 

A recreational vessel is a vessel owned and operated only for pleasure with no monetary gain involved, and if leased, rented, or chartered to another 

for recreational use, is not used for monetary gain.  This definition applies to vessels such as house boats, ski boats, and other small craft on a rental 

or lease agreement.  If a vessel does not meet the definition of a recreational vessel it is considered a non-recreational vessel. Some examples of 

non-recreational vessels are sight seeing or tour boats, passenger vessels, chartered fishing boats, boats used for parasailing, tug boats, etc.  This 

definition is not based on the vessel’s size, but instead on its use. 


